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FY 2024-25 

Year-to-Date FY 2025-26 
Difference: Enacted 

From FY 2024-25 YTD 
 as of 2/5/25 Enacted Amount % 

IDG/IDT $207,000 $208,100 $1,100 0.5 
Federal 96,140,700 100,214,800 4,074,100 4.2 
Local 0 0 0 -- 
Private 7,609,200 7,609,200 0 0.0 
Restricted 353,865,900 362,152,800 8,286,900 2.3 
GF/GP 76,757,000 73,009,400 (3,747,600) (4.9) 

Gross $534,579,800 $543,194,300 $8,614,500 1.6 

FTEs 2,545.3 2,515.2 (30.1) (1.2) 
 
Note: Appropriation figures for FY 2025-26 include all proposed appropriation amounts, including amounts designated as “one-
time.”  
 
Overview 
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages Michigan’s natural and cultural resources through conservation 
and protection. State parks, wildlife, fisheries, forests, and minerals management are all administered by DNR. 
 

Major Budget Changes from FY 2024-25 Year-to-Date (YTD) Appropriations 

FY 2024-25 
Year-to-Date 
(as of 2/5/25) 

FY 2025-26 
Enacted  
Change 

1.  Fish Production (One-Time) 
Adds $2.8 million in one-time GF/GP and reduces 4.0 FTE positions to 
stock and produce fish in Great Lakes and inland fisheries. Year-to-date 
amount includes the ongoing amount for Fish Production. 

FTE 
Gross 

Federal 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

63.0 
$11,016,400 

7,595,300 
3,421,100 

$0 

(4.0) 
$2,800,000 

0 
0 

$2,800,000 

2.  Reforestation (One-Time) 
Appropriates $2.2 million in one-time GF/GP for the reforestation of state 
forest lands affected by the northern Michigan ice storm. 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$0 
$0 

$2,200,000 
$2,200,000 

3.  Ice Storm Wildfire Protection (One-Time) 
Includes $2.0 million in one-time GF/GP for fire suppression resources 
for the increased fire risk from the northern Michigan ice storm. 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$0 
$0 

$2,000,000 
$2,000,000 

4.  Elberta Waterfront Community Conservation Project (One-Time) 
Provides $1.8 million in one-time GF/GP for a waterfront community 
conservation project in Elberta. 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$0 
$0 

$1,750,000 
$1,750,000 

5.  Removal and Repair of High Hazard Dams (One-Time) 
Appropriates $1.5 million in one-time GF/GP for the removal and repair 
of high hazard dams. 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$0 
$0 

$1,450,000 
$1,450,000 

6.  Nature Awaits 
Reduces GF/GP authorization by $2.0 million and designates remaining 
funding as one-time for grants to schools to cover transportation and 
other costs related to connecting all Michigan fourth graders to the state 
park system. 

FTE 
Gross 
GF/GP 

13.8 
$4,045,300 
$4,045,300 

0.0 
($2,045,300) 
($2,045,300) 

7.  Invasive Species Prevention and Control Reduction 
Reduces $1.2 million GF/GP to help prevent, detect, eradicate, and 
control invasive species. 

FTE 
Gross 
GF/GP 

21.0 
$7,109,200 
$7,109,200 

0.0 
($1,200,000) 
($1,200,000) 
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Major Budget Changes from FY 2024-25 Year-to-Date (YTD) Appropriations 

FY 2024-25 
Year-to-Date 
(as of 2/5/25) 

FY 2025-26 
Enacted  
Change 

8.  Wetland Restoration, Enhancement, and Acquisition Reduction 
Reduces $1.0 million GF/GP to support access for public recreation in 
wetland areas. 

Gross 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

$3,000,000 
1,000,000 

$2,000,000 

($1,000,000) 
0 

($1,000,000) 

9.  Michigan Conservation Corps 
Reduces $435,000 GF/GP for statewide summer employment program 
for at-risk youth and qualifying military veterans. 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$935,000 
$935,000 

($435,000) 
($435,000) 

10.  Mackinac Island State Park Commission Reduction 
Reduces $421,700 GF/GP for the Mackinac Island State Park 
Commission including cuts to Historical Facilities System and Mackinac 
Island State Park Operations. 

FTE 
Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

17.0 
$2,255,600 

1,833,900 
$421,700 

0.0 
($421,700) 

0 
($421,700) 

11. Marketing and Outreach – Shooting Range Operations and 
Maintenance and GF/GP Reduction. 

Includes a net increase of $281,300 Gross for departmental marketing 
and outreach efforts from $481,300 in available federal funding and 
authorizes 7.5 new FTE positions for the operation and maintenance of 
state shooting range facilities; reduces GF/GP authorization by 
$200.000. 

FTE 
Gross 

Federal 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

88.8 
$17,433,700 

1,960,900 
14,371,900 
$1,100,900 

7.5 
$281,300 

481,300 
0 

($200,000) 

12.  Wildlife Management 
Reduces 20.0 FTE positions and $200,000 to support wildlife division 
programs; manage all wildlife lands and facilities, maintain healthy deer 
population, provide deer hunting and viewing opportunities, encourage 
native wildlife and plant population growth in forest habitats, maintain 
and increase forest game species, provide science-based 
recommendations for wildlife management, ensures viable populations 
of native wildlife and plants in wetlands, maintain and increase wetland 
game species, support management efforts to increase supply of 
farmland game species, and ensures facilities and wildlife habitat on 
state game and wildlife areas are adequate for public demand. 

FTE 
Gross 

Federal 
Private 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

221.5 
$47,802,600 

26,263,300 
315,700 

16,589,600 
$4,634,000 

(20.0) 
($200,000) 

0 
0 
0 

($200,000) 

13.  State Parks 
Reduces $200,000 GF/GP to maintain and operate 103 state park 
facilities, maintain recreation lands with natural resources value, support 
private concessions that enhance recreation opportunities, and operate 
campground reservation system for state parks and state forest 
campgrounds. 

FTE 
Gross 

Federal 
Private 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

805.6 
$101,791,400 

144,200 
428,300 

98,485,700 
$2,733,200 

0.0 
($200,000) 

0 
0 
0 

($200,000) 

14.  General Law Enforcement Reduction 
Reduces $98,000 GF/GP to enforce natural resources (game, fish, 
forestry), environmental pollution, and outdoor recreation (boating, 
hunting, ORV, snowmobile safety) laws and to provide oversight and 
guidance on issues pertaining to hunter education and marine safety 

FTE 
Gross 

Federal 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

293.0 
$54,037,500 

6,991,100 
28,131,200 

$18,915,200 

0.0 
($98,000) 

0 
0 

($98,000) 

15.  Off-road Vehicle Trail Improvement Fund Revenue 
Provides $4.0 million in additional revenue from the Off-road Vehicle 
Trail Improvement Fund according to revenue distribution defined in the 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act. 

Gross 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

NA 
NA 
NA 

$3,965,900 
3,965,900 

$0 

16.  Federal High-speed Internet Infrastructure Funding 
Appropriates $1.4 million in available federal funding for the installation 
of high-speed internet infrastructure on DNR lands. 

Gross 
Federal 
GF/GP 

NA 
NA 
NA 

$1,417,500 
1,417,500 

$0 
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Major Budget Changes from FY 2024-25 Year-to-Date (YTD) Appropriations 

FY 2024-25 
Year-to-Date 
(as of 2/5/25) 

FY 2025-26 
Enacted  
Change 

17.  Capital Outlay Adjustments 
Provides a net increase of $1.3 million Gross ($0 GF/GP) for funding 
increases to State Game and Wildlife Area Infrastructure and State 
Parks Repair and Maintenance. Funding decreases are included to 
Wetlands Restoration, Enhancement, and Acquisition; Local Boating 
Infrastructure and Maintenance; and State Boating Infrastructure and 
Maintenance. 

Gross 
Federal 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 

$1,317,400 
1,292,400 

25,000 
$0 

18.  Parks and Recreation Division – Park Supervisors 
Includes $355,000 in state restricted funding and authorizes 3.4 new 
FTE positions for park supervisors. 

FTE 
Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 

3.4 
$355,000 

355,000 
$0 

19.  Fisheries Resource Management 
Reduces 15.0 FTE positions for Fisheries Division administration, Inland 
Fishery Resources Program, Great Lakes Fishery Resource Program, 
and commercial and recreational fisheries administration. 

FTE 
Gross 

Federal 
Private 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

162.5 
$23,718,100 

4,532,400 
136,700 

17,834,100 
$1,214,900 

(15.0) 
$0 

0 
0 
0 

$0 

20.  Minerals Management 
Reduces 2.0 FTE positions to develop state-owned mineral resources, 
encourage private sector to explore and develop state-owned minerals, 
review mineral leasing programs, manage mineral exploration and 
development, easements (public utilities and oil and gas pipelines), 
natural gas storage facilities, and solid waste transfer station sites; 
oversee trespass and encroachment on state forest land and administer 
land exchanges or acquisition of forested property. 

FTE 
Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

20.0 
$3,080,500 

3,080,500 
$0 

(2.0) 
$0 

0 
$0 

21.  Technical Adjustments 
Provides $763,600 Gross ($0 GF/GP) for technical adjustments to align 
expenditures and increased available state restricted and federal 
revenues. 

Gross 
Federal 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 

$763,600 
352,200 
411,400 

$0 

22.  Forest Resources Division Rollup 
Rolls funding for Adopt-A-Forest Program ($25,000 Gross), cooperative 
resource programs ($1.7 million Gross and 11.0 FTE positions), forest 
fire equipment ($931,500 Gross), and forest management initiative 
($944,200 Gross and 8.5 FTE positions) into forest management and 
timber market development ($2.6 million Gross and 19.5 FTE positions) 
and wildfire protection ($931,500 Gross) for a net zero change. 

FTE 
Gross 

Federal 
Private 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

19.5 
$3,551,300 

736,700 
124,500 

2,351,700 
$338,400 

0.0 
$0 

0 
0 
0 

$0 

23.  Finance and Operations Rollup 
Rolls funding for minerals management ($159,600 state restricted 
funding and 1.0 FTE position) and marketing and outreach ($199,000 in 
state restricted funding and 1.0 FTE position) into departmental finance 
and operations for a net zero change. 

FTE 
Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

2.0 
$358,600 

358,600 
$0 

0.0 
$0 

0 
$0 

24.  Removal of FY 2024-25 One-Time Appropriations 
Removes $9.0 million GF/GP of one-time funding that was included in 
the FY 2024-25 budget to support the following: 
 America 250 Commission grants ($5.0 million) 
 American chestnut restoration initiative ($500,000) 
 Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative’s Border-To-Border Trail 

($1,749,900) 
 Mass timber market development ($1.0 million) 
 Phragmites management equipment ($250,000) 
 Sportsmen Against Hunger refrigeration units ($500,000) 
 Upper Peninsula ski project ($100) 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$9,000,000 
$9,000,000 

($9,000,000) 
($9,000,000) 
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Major Budget Changes from FY 2024-25 Year-to-Date (YTD) Appropriations 

FY 2024-25 
Year-to-Date 
(as of 2/5/25) 

FY 2025-26 
Enacted  
Change 

25.  Economic Adjustments 
Reflects increased costs of $4.9 million Gross ($852,400 GF/GP) for 
negotiated salary and wage increases (3.0% on October 1, 2025), 
actuarially required retirement contributions, worker’s compensation, 
building occupancy charges, rent, and other economic adjustments. 

Gross 
IDG 

Federal 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 

$4,913,800 
1,100 

530,700 
3,529,600 
$852,400 

 
 

Major Boilerplate Changes from FY 2024-25 

Sec. 205.  State Administrative Board Transfers – NEW (UNENFORCEABLE) 
Allows legislature to adopt a concurrent resolution to intertransfer funds within the department’s budget if the State 
Administrative Board transfers appropriated funds. (Governor’s signing letter states this section is unenforceable.) 

Sec. 207.  Disciplinary Action Against State Employees – RETAINED (UNENFORCEABLE) 
Prohibits department from disciplining state employees for communicating with members of the legislature and their staffs
unless communication is prohibited by law. (Governor’s signing letter states this section is unenforceable.) 

Sec. 216.  In-Person Work Prioritization – NEW 
Requires the department to prioritize utilization of departmental office space, comply with Office of State Employer
requirements, and comply with civil service rules for work hours. 

Sec. 219.  E-Verify Requirement – NEW 
Requires departmental contractors and subcontractors to use the E-Verify system to certify personnel are legally
authorized to work in the United States and requires the department to annually report on processes implemented under
this section. 

Sec. 220.  Expending Available Work Project Authorization – RETAINED (UNENFORCEABLE) 
Advises department not to expend appropriations until existing work project authorization for the same purpose has been
expended. (Governor’s signing letter states this section is unenforceable.) 

Sec. 222.  Work Project Reporting – NEW 
Requires the department to report quarterly on the status of work project accounts including funds expended, funds
encumbered, and funds available. 

Sec. 223.  Federal Policy Change Report – NEW 
Requires the department to report annually to standard report recipients any federal policy changes that affect the
department, those that engage with the department, related regulations, or create a regulatory gap with a potential
negative public impact. 

Sec. 224.  Identification of Legacy Costs – NEW 
Estimates annual appropriations for legacy costs, including pension-related legacy costs and health care-related legacy 
costs. 

Sec. 225.  Department Scorecard – NEW 
Requires department to maintain on a publicly accessible website a department scorecard with key metrics concerning
the department’s performance. 

Sec. 226.  Internet Posting of Reports – NEW  
Requires the department to conspicuously post each report required by boilerplate by the report’s due date on the 
department’s Michigan.gov website. 

Sec. 227.  Court Approved Judgment Cap – NEW 
Requires the department to report on any court settlement that may require further legislative review of state statutory
programs or regulations. 

Sec. 228.  Private and Other Third-Party Funds Report – NEW 
Requires the department to disclose private and other third-party funds received in the previous fiscal year. 

Sec. 229.  Energy and Noise Efficiency – DELETED 
Requires preference for goods and services that are energy efficient and minimize noise pollution. 
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Major Boilerplate Changes from FY 2024-25 

Sec. 229.  Legislatively-Directed Spending Items – NEW 
Defines requirements for legislatively-directed spending items. 

Sec. 230.  Single Grant Recipient Requirements – DELETED 
Provides process requirements for grants or projects awarded to single recipient organizations or local governments. 

Sec. 232.  State Fiscal Recovery Funds – DELETED 
Requires the state budget director to ensure that State Fiscal Recovery Funds allocated under the American Rescue Pan
Act of 2021 be expended before 2027; requires the state budget director to notify the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees of reallocations made under this section. 

Sec. 234.  Solar and Wind Project Prohibition – NEW 
Prohibits the department from using funds in part 1 for utility scale solar or wind development projects. 

Sec. 251.  Invasive Species Initiative – REVISED 
Requires $3.6 million of funding for Invasive Species Initiative to be allocated as grants for prevention, detection,
eradication, and control of invasive species. Revises to $2.4 million. 

Sec. 253.  Prohibition on Expending Funds for Legal Actions Against Swine Hunting – NEW 
Prohibits the department from using funds in part 1 for legal services against hunting operation concerning swine. 

Sec. 254.  Feeding Birds or Wildlife Near a Residence – NEW 
Prevents the department from prohibiting an individual from feeding birds or wildlife within 300 feet of a residence if feed
quantity totals less than 2 gallons. 

Sec. 255.  References to State-managed Lands – NEW 
States that state lands managed by the department shall be identified as department-managed public lands or publicly
owned lands. 

Sec. 256.  Contingency Authorization for New Hunting and Fishing License Revenue – NEW 
Allows for the legislative transfer process to increase state restricted authorization by up to $30.0 million if legislation is 
enacted to raise hunting and fishing license prices. 

Sec. 257.  Permits or Easements for Broadband – NEW 
Requires the department to prioritize right-of-way permits or easements for construction or maintenance of broadband
facilities on state land and prohibits the department from requiring a centerline survey as a condition of the road right-of-
way permit or easement if the applicant can provide detailed engineering plans and if the broadband facilities are
contained completely in the right-of-way. 

Sec. 501.  Little Manistee River Designation Prohibition – NEW 
Prohibits Fisheries Resource Management funding from being expended to designate the Little Manistee River as a
natural river as defined in Part 305 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act. 

Sec. 701.  Recreation Passport Selection – NEW 
Requires the department to provide the choice to opt in to purchasing a Recreation Passport. 

Sec. 1201.  Work Project – Ice Storm Wildfire Protection – NEW 
Authorizes unexpended funds for Ice Storm Wildfire Protection totaling $2.0 million to be considered a work project
appropriation and carried forward into succeeding fiscal year; funds will be used to enhance fire suppression resources
for Michigan due to increased fire risk from the northern Michigan ice storm. 

Sec. 1202.  Work Project – Reforestation – NEW 
Authorizes unexpended funds for Reforestation totaling $2.2 million to be considered a work project appropriation and
carried forward into succeeding fiscal year; funds will be used for the reforestation of state forest lands impacted by the
northern Michigan ice storm. 

 
 

FY 2024-25 Supplemental Appropriation Items 
Public Act 22 of 2025 (House Bill 4706, Article 16) 

 Appropriation 
Change 

1.  Wildlife and Fisheries – Capital Outlay 
Appropriates $4.9 million from the Game and Fish Protection Fund for wildlife and 
fisheries capital outlay infrastructure maintenance and improvements. 

Gross 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

$4,900,000 
4,900,000 

$0 



NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

 
  FY 2025-26 APPROPRIATIONS SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 
PAGE 6:  BUDGET DETAIL  HOUSE FISCAL AGENCY:  OCTOBER 2025 

FY 2024-25 Supplemental Appropriation Items 
Public Act 22 of 2025 (House Bill 4706, Article 16) 

 Appropriation 
Change 

2.  Wildlife and Fisheries – Cormorant Management 
Provides $1.6 million from the Game and Fish Protection Fund to protect state fisheries 
and wildlife habitats from cormorants. 

Gross 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

$1,600,000 
1,600,000 

$0 

3.  Federal High-Speed Internet Infrastructure Funding 
Appropriates $1.4 million in available federal funding for the installation of high-speed 
internet infrastructure on DNR lands. 

Gross 
Federal 
GF/GP 

$1,417,500 
1,417,500 

$0 

4.  State Parks Repair and Maintenance 
Provides $15.0 million from the State Park Improvement Account for capital outlay 
projects at state park facilities. 

Gross 
Restricted 

GF/GP 

$15,000,000 
15,000,000 

$0 

5.  Arctic Grayling Fish Passage 
Includes $2.5 million from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to the Conservation 
Resource Alliance and Trout Unlimited to remove fish passage barriers by replacing 
ineffective road-stream crossings on state forest lands. 

Gross 
Federal 
GF/GP 

$2,500,000 
2,500,000 

$0 

6.  Decree Negotiations 
Includes $613,200 GF/GP to complete the buyout of a state commercial fishing license 
that is no longer eligible for use under the 2023 Great Lakes Consent Decree that 
prohibits state licenses for commercial fishing in the Big Bay de Noc management unit 
of Lake Michigan. 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$613,200 
$613,200 

7.  Northern Michigan Ice Storm 
Includes $14.0 million GF/GP for cleanup and reforestation activities necessitated by the 
2025 ice storm in northern Michigan. 

Gross 
GF/GP 

$14,000,000 
$14,000,000 

 
 

FY 2024-25 Supplemental Boilerplate Items 
Public Act 22 of 2025 (House Bill 4706, Article 16) 

Sec. 551.  Arctic Grayling Fish Passage 
Designates unexpended funds for Arctic Grayling Fish Passage as a work project appropriation; requires funding to be
used to replace road-stream crossings on state forest lands. 

Sec. 552.  Northern Michigan Ice Storm 
Designates unexpended funds for Northern Michigan Ice Storm as a work project appropriation; requires funding to be
used for reforestation of state forest lands impacted by the storm. 

Sec. 553.  Limited Term Employees for High-Speed Internet Infrastructure 
Authorizes the department to add 9.0 limited term employees to facilitate installation of high-speed internet infrastructure 
on department-managed lands. 

REPEALERS 

Sec. 1105.  DNR Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiatives Border-to-Border Trail  
Repeals section 1201 included in 2024 PA 121. 

 
 


