
 

 
 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 
Pat 

 
2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

Outman 
 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 
letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 
below. 
n/a 

 
4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Alliance of Michigan (BBBSM) 
 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 
11 West Michigan Ave., Ypsilanti, MI 48206 

 
6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

BBBSM 
 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
Rep. Jimmie Wilson Jr., District 32 

 
8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 
Purpose of the Legislatively Directed Spending Item 
 
The Big Brothers Big Sisters Alliance of Michigan (BBBSM) respectfully requests $2 
million to help expand local mentoring programs that directly support at-risk youth and 
strengthen families and communities across our state. This funding will allow each of the 
11 BBBS agencies in Michigan to recruit and support more volunteer mentors — 
community members stepping up to help children stay on track, stay out of trouble, and 
succeed in life. 
 

 

Appropriations Requests for Legislatively 
Directed Spending Items 



Public Benefit and Responsible Use of Taxpayer Dollars 
 
This is a targeted investment in Michigan’s future workforce and public safety. Research 
shows that mentorship helps reduce government dependency and improves long-term 
outcomes: 
 
● Mentored youth are 15% more likely to be working full-time and earning more by their 
mid-20s (Harvard University & U.S. Treasury Department). 
● They are 20% more likely to attend college, stay in school, and avoid criminal activity. 
● Within just 18 months, youth matched with mentors show fewer disciplinary issues, 
better emotional self-control, and less risky behavior — results that reduce pressure on 
public systems like education, law enforcement, and health care. 
 
This is not a handout — it’s a hand-up approach. BBBS agencies are leveraging private 
donations from local individuals and businesses to support mentorship, and we’re asking 
the state to help expand that impact. This investment will allow us to match more youth 
currently on waitlists — children from families who want their child to succeed, but who 
need a little extra support to help make that happen. 
 
Compliance with Article IV, Section 30 of the Michigan Constitution 
 
This funding request does not violate Article IV, Section 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution, which prohibits appropriations for private purposes. The requested grant is 
for a public purpose — namely, improving the welfare and future outcomes of vulnerable 
Michigan children. All expenditures will directly support services that benefit the broader 
public by strengthening education, reducing crime, and building a more resilient 
workforce. The funds will be administered through eligible nonprofit agencies that 
deliver these services transparently and in alignment with state goals. 

 
9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 
2000000 

 
11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["State"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Non-profit organization 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Yes 

 



14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Yes 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Yes 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

Scott Litle, President; Jennifer Spitler, Treasurer; Maggie Munch; Amy Kuchta; Jeff 

Calhoun; Lisa Humphries 

 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

October 15, 2025 - December 31, 2026 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 
Yes 
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