
 

 

 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 

Gina 

 

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

Johnsen 

 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 

type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 

letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 

below. 

n/a 

 

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

Barry Conservation District 

 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

1611 S. Hanover Street, Suite 105, Hastings, MI 49058 

 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

n/a 

 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 

spending item is located: 

Gina Johnsen, 78th House District 

 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 

demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 

The purpose of this proposed legislatively directed spending item is to support employee 

retention and the hiring of a dedicated outreach staff member for the Barry Conservation 

District. Conservation Districts serve a vital public function by assisting landowners, 

farmers, and local governments with the implementation of conservation practices that 

protect soil, water, forests, and other natural resources. However, the Barry Conservation 

District faces ongoing challenges in retaining qualified staff due to unstable funding, 

increasing operational costs, and limited capacity to offer competitive compensation and 
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benefits. 

 

This proposed appropriation will provide $100,000 to fund an Outreach Staff and 

Employee Retention Package for the Barry Conservation District. The investment will 

allow the District to retain highly skilled technical employees and hire a dedicated part-

time outreach coordinator to support public engagement and awareness efforts. By 

enhancing staffing capacity, the District will improve its ability to deliver conservation 

programs, build stronger community relationships, and increase participation in state and 

federal initiatives that bring additional resources to Barry County. 

 

The public benefit of this investment is clear. By strengthening its workforce, the District 

will expand its technical assistance to landowners, support sustainable land use, and help 

protect critical natural resources. This, in turn, supports agriculture, improves 

environmental quality, and ensures residents continue to receive trusted, science-based 

conservation services. 

 

This proposed legislatively directed spending item is an appropriate use of taxpayer 

funds. The Barry Conservation District is a local unit of government carrying out a public 

mission with no private benefit. All funding will be used to strengthen public service 

delivery and enhance the effectiveness of conservation efforts across the county. 

 

Accordingly, this appropriation fully complies with Article IV, Section 30 of the 

Michigan Constitution, which prohibits the use of public funds for private purposes. 

Every dollar will be directed toward staffing, outreach, and programmatic improvements 

that provide lasting public benefit to the residents and natural resources of Barry County. 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

100000 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["Local","State","Federal"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Local unit government 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Not applicable 

 



14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Not applicable 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Not applicable 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

n/a 

 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

October 1, 2025 - September 31, 2026 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 

Yes 
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