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NASW-Michigan is committed to reviewing and addressing problems within our licensure
system. These efforts will be the first major review of the licensure law since Michigan
implemented social work licensing in 2005.

Our efforts aim to:

« Increase the number of licensed social workers in Michigan to help address workforce
shortages, including by potentially bringing back thousands of social workers to the
profession

« Reduce unnecessary and/or problematic barriers within the licensure process

« Align Michigan with other national license legislative changes

Bill Descriptions

At its core, The Social Work Licensure Modernization Act aims to bring Michigan in step
with other national license legislative change efforts. By updating our requirements, it
aligns Michigan with how other states are aiready structured (both in terms of tiers and
supervision), increase the number of licensed social workers in Michigan to help address
workforce shortages, and reduce unnecessary and/or problematic barriers

What the Social Work Licensure Modernization Act proposes is to:
» Restructure the levels to Licensed Bachelor Social Worker (LBSW), Licensed Master
Social Worker (LMSW), and Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW)
« Align Michigan required supervision hours to mirror the majority of states
+ Replace the current ASWB exam requirement with a statewide jurisprudence exam

For most in our social work community, the bill changes nothing besides their credentials.
However, for those who have been forced to leave the field due to renewal caps and the
next generation of social workers looking to join the workforce, this change will provide a
more seamless licensing transition
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