
June 4, 2024

Michigan House of Representatives
Anderson House Office Building
124 North Capitol Avenue
Lansing, MI 48933

RE: Education Committee - Literacy (dyslexia) Package

Dear Representatives:

We are reaching out to you today in support of SB 567 and SB 568, part of what is
known as the Literacy Package, but has also been referred to as the “Dyslexia
Package” and the “Literacy for All” bills.

After passing nearly unanimously with overwhelming support in the Senate, these
bills require the same consideration and endorsement in the House to ensure students
across Michigan have the fundamental right to literacy.

The Michigan Parent, Advocate and Attorney Coalition (MiPAAC) was formed in
2020 for the purpose of giving voice to families of children with disabilities. Our work is
centered around educating families on current special education issues and topics of
interest, as well as to advocate for state policies that support their needs. We are
unique in that we are an independent group of stakeholders that is solely focused on
advocating for the education needs of students.

After spending millions of dollars, many Michigan students are still below grade level in
reading and writing skills, with the state ranking 43rd for fourth grade reading levels
nationally. Proficiency scores are even lower for students with disabilities,
students of color, and students in low income areas, ranking at least 12
percentage points below the statewide average. 1

1 https://midwest.edtrust.org/resource/2023-state-of-michigan-education-report-beyond-the-pandemic/
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Although many things may contribute, the primary factors impacting our State's low
literacy performance are:

● Inadequate early screening for reading difficulties.
● Inadequate and/or inconsistent access to teacher training.
● Inconsistent application of literacy instructional practices grounded in cognitive science

research.

We believe that the passing of these bills will make a positive impact for those with the
characteristics of dyslexia and those who struggle with decoding and word recognition.
According to the International Dyslexia Association, 15-20% of the population have
symptoms of dyslexia.2

Forty-two states currently have statutes, regulations or pilot programs in place specific
to supporting students with reading difficulties and/or dyslexia. Michigan is one of
only eight states that currently have no policy in statute or code that focuses on
early identification of and support for students demonstrating characteristics of
dyslexia.3

Passing legislation to address these issues is key to helping children across Michigan
fulfill their potential.

This legislation would:
● Require screening students for decoding and word recognition difficulties in grades

Kindergarten through 3rd grade. If students are showing evidence of reading difficulties
in grades 4-12, professional learning for those that interface with students learning to
read in structured literacy instruction grounded in the science of reading, characteristics
of dyslexia, and supporting students in a multi-tiered system of support (MTSS) (SB
587).

● Require teacher preparation programs to offer instruction on dyslexia, its
characteristics, accommodations, and related evidence-based instruction and supports
grounded in the science of reading (SB 568).

3 https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/State_Inf_Request_State-Dyslexia_Policy.pdf
2 https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-basics-2/
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We ask that you support these bills, because not only do teachers deserve to be
highly trained so they may be effective, but our students should have access to
instruction that will make them proficient readers. Only then, will ALL students reach
their full potential academically and personally.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

The Members of MiPAAC, Sponsor Organizations & Constituents

Tutoring Bright Minds
The Literacy Nook
MBS Education, LLC
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Heather Eckner, Parent, Advocate
Jenna Friedman, Advocate
Colleen Allen, Advocate
Sherri Boyd, Advocate
Elizabeth Abdnour, Attorney
Mark Weiker, Attorney
Amanda Rhines Parent, Advocate
Gretchen Sanewsky, Advocate
Peri Stone-Palmquist, Advocate
Jessica Lizardi, Parent
Angela Tyszka, Advocate
Dara Wilson Parent, Advocate
Ebony Manuel, Parent
Elyse Swenson, Parent, Advocate
Leah van Belle, Parent, Advocate
Tricia Luker, Parent, Advocate
Calvin Luker, Attorney
Hilary Hoxsie, Parent
Ashley Shayter, Advocate
Alexis Boyden, Advocate
Karah Ley, Advocate
Kanika Littleton, Parent, Advocate
Nicole Haley, Parent
Eileen Brandt Parent, Advocate
Shannon Koenen, Parent, Advocate
Kristin Dillon, Parent, Advocate
Toby Ward, Parent
Emily Roberge, Parent, Advocate
Megan Welke, Parent
Katherine Mills, Parent
Julie Stalker, Parent
Elaine Wisniewski, Parent

Loren Smalley Jr., Parent, Advocate
Larry Cantlin, Advocate
Cassie Atallah, Parent, Advocate
Joy Lyman, Advocate
Kimberly Lopez, Parent
Amy Barto, Advocate
Michelle Driscoll, Advocate
Ben Murphy-Smith, Advocate
Natasha Sansom, Advocate
Iesha Brassell, Parent, Advocate
Emily Garcia Parent, Attorney
Cal Hernandez, Advocate
Nicole Hurst, Parent
Quan'Tahnece Smith, Parent
Janel Frost Parent, Advocate
Sara Huvaere Parent, Advocate
Tarah Starr Parent, Advocate
Salina Mann, Parent
Samantha Horn, Parent
Chesley Giertz, Advocate
Melanie Breault, Parent
Jennifer Reyna, Parent, Advocate
Sid Kraizman, Attorney
Nora Errickson, Parent
Jillian Gismondi, Advocate
Judith New, Attorney
Colleen Walter, Advocate
Carol McCann Orr Parent, Advocate
Lacy Marie Wolter, Advocate
Jennifer Reame, Advocate
Theresa Metzmaker, Advocate
Casey Stratton, Advocate
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Lisa-Marie Bailey, Parent, Advocate
Sharon Kelso Parent, Advocate
Priscilla Cano Parent, Advocate
Lisa Querijero, Parent, Advocate
Daria Ross, Parent
Michele Maleszyk, Parent, Advocate
Stephanie Zendler, Parent, Advocate
Amy Fontaine, Parent
Alexis Hart, Parent
Barbara Young, Advocate
Caroline Stout, Parent
Jennifer Oldham, Parent
Audra Melton, Parent
Riann Smith, Parent
Kristi Jackson, Advocate
Barbara Byers, Parent, Advocate
Jenn Garland, Advocate
Melodie Knappe, Advocate
Elizabeth Johnson, Parent, Advocate
Caroline Kaganov, Parent, Advocate
Hayley Cason Grobbel, Parent
Judy Stone, Advocate
India Wilson, Advocate
Tamara Jones, Advocate
Ezra Mitchell, Advocate
Ellie Friedman, Advocate
Jametta Lilly, Advocate
Jennifer Iafrate, Parent, Advocate
Nicole Haley, Parent
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