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Freight Railroads Operating in Michigan

 4 Class 1 Railroads
CN, CP, CSX & NS

 24 Shortline Railroads
Operate anywhere from 2 to 400 miles



What Do We Move?

 Agriculture
 Automobiles
 Chemicals
 Construction Materials
 Energy 
 Food Products
 Forest Products
 Intermodal
 Manufactured Goods
 Military
 Paper, Pulp, Fiber Products



Freight Rail Investment

“Freight railroads make 
significant investments annually 
here in Michigan - of their own 
capital - not taxpayer money, to 
build and maintain a rail 
network that is safe, reliable, 
efficient and affordable”



Freight Rail & Preserving the Environment



Freight Rail is Safe

 99.98% Safety Record 

 Highly Regulated Industry

 Specialized First Responder 

Training In Michigan and Nationally



#AskRail App



Rail Priorities 2021

 Rail Preservation & Development Program

Active Traffic Control Device Cost Update

 Railroad Safety & Property Rights – Utility Permitting

 Illegal Garbage Dumping – Railroad Right of Way

 Grade Separation Program



Operation Lifesaver

 Education & Safety

 Schools, civic organizations, local           
groups, new drivers.

Michigan Coordinator:   Sam Crowl

248.823.7037  ● samcrowl@comcast.net 



Thank you!

Jon Cool, President

Michigan Railroads Association

jon@michiganrailroadsassociation.com

517.482.9413

@MI_FreightRail
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