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August 27, 2019

Rep. Michael Webber

Chair of the House Regulatory Reform Commitiee
N-894 House Office Building

P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, Ml 48909

Dear Chairman Webber, Rep. Ryan Berman, Majority Vice-Chair, Rep. John Chirkun, Minority Vice-Chair,
and members of the House Reguiatory Reform Committee:

As members of the Newaygo County School Safety Committee, we support Representative Scott
VanSingel's House Bill 4689 (2019). Allowing temporary door barricades or lock-down devices in our
schools for emergency situations, that are not fire related, provides for stronger emergency response
systems and assures safer schools for our students and staff. By aliowing the installation of temporary door
barricades on interior school doors, that are portable and capable of being engaged without opening the
door, is a prudent safety intervention. These devices may also be disengaged by emergency responders
from the outside of the classroom with the tool provided in the event the classroom needs to be accessed.

The barricade devices currently utilized in Newaygo County schools can be quickly disengaged, if needed,
by an individual on the interior side of the door without the use of special keys or tools, which removes risk.
They do not impede egress to or from the classrooms.

Staff members have been trained and are comfortable using the devices. The devices secure the
classroom doors against forced entry and staff report feeling safer and more secure in our schools.

Thank you for your consideration of HB 4689 (2019).
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