EPISCOPALIANS IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN
COMMITTED TO SOCIAL JUSTICE

June 2021

1_.

Dear Sir/Madam:

We are writing to urge you to oppose the 39-bill legislative package currently before the Michigan State
Legislature which would restrict ballot access. Michigan has long been in the forefront of those states
which have expanded ballot access to those entitled to vote, and we want to see this tradition continue.

We are urging this action as people of faith who are committed to social justice and equality, which are
cornerstones for all of the world’s major religious traditions. This commitment is part of our shared
efforts to help ensure the common good in our communities so that all can thrive and flourish as God
our Creator intended. These efforts rely on the full participation of our citizens in the political process,
including safe and convenient access to voting by all who are eligible.

At the time of our first elections as a country, the ballot was restricted to citizens who were adult, white,
male property owners. Our history as a country is one of ballot expansion as we included one group after
another previously barred from voting. In the past fifty years, ballot access has repeatedly been made
casier for qualified citizens, with the idea being that voting should be as easy as possible for those who
are qualified to vote. Michigan Ballot Proposal 3, passed by a two-thirds majority of the voters in 2018,
is an example of the progress we have made.

Voting for this 39-bill legislation would reverse the gains we have made in Michigan to make voting as
easy as possible, recognizing that the right to vote is guaranteed by the U.S. and Michigan constitutions
and is not a privilege that government is free to restrict. For qualified voters, we believe there should be
no barriers to voting, and we believe this 39-bill package will make it more difficult for qualified voters
to exercise their constitutional right.

Rather than improving and strengthening our electoral processes, we believe this 39-bill package will
lead to alienation and discouragement, particularly on the part of those who have historically been
excluded from voting. We believe the issue of voter fraud in recent American elections has been greatly
exaggerated and certainly doesn’t warrant restricting ballot access for our citizens. We applaud the
historically high turnout rates of 2020 in Michigan and elsewhere, rather than viewing them as evidence
of malfunction in our electoral system.

We write this letter for reasons rooted in the Gospel and framed by our Anglican traditions of shared
worship in The Book of Common Prayer. As followers of Jesus, we believe God seeks abundant life for
all people, a common good that access to voting by all eligible people helps to ensure. We hope we can
count on your support in opposing these new election bills.

Sincerely,

The Rt. Rev. Gladstone B. Adams 111, Assisting Bishop of Eastern & Western Michigan
The Rev. Jennifer Adams, Holland
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