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RESOLUTION

BAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (6/8/2021)

Bay-Arenac Behavioral Health Authority (BABHA) is a multi-county Cammunity Mantal Hoalth
Services Program {CMHSP) sarving residents of Bay and Arenac Counties, BABHA provided specialty
mental health services and supposts to nearly 4500 persons with serlous mental health and
intellectual/ devetopmental disabilities in 2020 and
The pubiic mental health system in Michigan is based on the Federal Community Mentzl Health
Caenters Act of 1963 and grounded inthe Michigan Mental Health Code, Public Act 258 of 1974. This
created a state and county partnership for community mental health and related Medicaid safety
net services; and
This arrangement ensures that shared state and county mental health policy objectives are
accountahle to local communities and their alected representatives. This arrangement also ensures
that resource and care decisions are ultimately accountable through board governance to the
persons and families that need public mental health services; and
The Michigan legislature is considering heaith care Integration propasals that wouid dramatically
reduce the role of CMHSPs and county governments by severing them from any shared governance
responsibility, input or financial oversight of public mental health and substance use disorder
services, including altocated PA2 funding; and
The Michigan legisiature is considering proposais fo create new centralized management systams overseen
by partisan or private interests in Lansing and far removed from local accountability, service delivery and
reciplent rights protections; and
The Michigan legislature Is considering proposals that will permit continued fragmentation of specialty mental
heaith and substance use disorder services and administrative usurpation of core CMHSP respensibilities that
have otherwlse heen duly authorized by county action; and
Bay County sirongly opposes any legislative changes that falls to hanor the existing state and county
partnership for community mental health and substance use services and accountsbility to the cammunities,
persans and families recelving these services; Therefore, Be it
Thet Bay County strongly opposes any legislative changes that reduce the role of the CMHSPs and county
govemmants in the shared governance respansibility, mput or financial oversight of pubtic mental health and
substance use disorder services, inciuding PA2 resources; Be It Further
That Bay County strongly opposes the creation of new managemant systems that will e empawered 1o pursue
policy decisionsthat continue fragmentation of services and usurp the ad ministrative roles andresponsibilitias
of CMH5Ps, including inherent service dellvery and recipient rights protactions; Be [t Further
That Bay County encourages the legisizture to support the incremental system changes led by the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services that are consistent with amerging practices such as Comprehensive
Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs) and Behavioral Health Homes that improve healthcare
Integration directly at the point of consumer contact, enhance the existing state and county partnerships for
mental health services and produce more sustainable outcomes for our communities; Be it Finally
That coples of this resalution be provided 1o Governar Gretchen Whitmer, Senator Kevin Daley (3% District},
Representative Timothy Beson (6™ District), Representative Annette Glann {98 District), Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services Director Ellzabeth Hertel, Behavioral Health and Developmental
Disabilitles Administration Deputy Director Dr. Gearge Mellos, the Michigan Assaciation of Counties, and all
Michigan countles.
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