January 30, 2020

The Honorable Brandt Iden
Chairman

Committee on Ways and Means
Michigan House of Representatives

Dear Chairman Iden,

As businesses that are part of Michigan’s $3.7 billion recreational fishing economy, we are
writing today to express support for proposed legislation that will benefit Michigan’s renowned
sport fisheries and the many communities who rely on them. We kindly ask that when
considering HB 4567-59 - a bill package that prevents the commercial harvest of lake trout,
yellow perch, walleye and other game fish for commercial fishing operations — you keep in mind
the legacy of sportfishing in Michigan and the vast economic benefit it brings.

Recreational fishing is one of Michigan’s most popular outdoor activities, and the state ranks as
one of the top five states in the country in number of anglers and economic expenditures.
Michigan anglers are a major driver of the state’s outdoor recreation economy, with 2,716,157
anglers generating $3.7 billion in economic output, supporting 27,979 jobs. In addition,
recreational fishermen and the industry contribute substantially to conservation through fishing
license fees and the excise tax on fishing equipment. Without these user-generated funds, the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources would be unable to successfully manage our
fisheries resources for the benefit of the public.

Compared to the state’s substantial recreational fishing industry, currently there are only 19
licensed commercial fishing operations in the state. In 2015, commercial harvest of whitefish
was valued at $4.7 million.

We ask that you support HB 4567-69. These bills help to ensure that state-licensed commercial
fishing operations are held responsible for the harvest and selling of game fish and require them
to report the location of their nets. Updating these commercial fishing regulations and keeping
sought-after gamefish protected is imperative for the future of Michigan’s fisheries resources and
all who depend on them.

We thank you for your time and consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Advanced Tackle
Boyne Falls, MI
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Apex Marine
Louis, MI

Bay De Noc Lures
Gladstone, MI

Berts Custom Tackle
Commerce Charter Township, MI

Big Jon Sports, Inc.
Interlochen, MI

Broadlow’s Fishing Hole
St. Joseph, MI

Dewal Custom Lures
Au Gres, MI

Ed. Cumins, Inc
Flint, MI

Frank’s Great Outdoors
Linwood, MI

Jay’s Sporting Goods
Clare, MI

Johnson’s Great Outdoors
Montague, MI

LunaSea
Plainwell, M1

Mason Tackle Company
Otisville, MI

KERCO, LLC
Troy, MI

Tiara Yachts / S2 Yachts
Holland, MI

Cisco Fishing Systems
Cleavland, OH
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D&R Sports Center
Kalamazoo, MI

Pautzke Bait Company
Ellensburg, WA

Church Tackle Co.
Sodus, M1

Fish USA
Fairview, PA

Cabela’s
Dundee, Grandville, and Saginaw MI

Bass Pro Shops
Auburn Hills, MI

Gander Qutdoors
Utica, MI

DPremweaver Lures
Ludington, MI

Moonshine Lures
Gladstone, MI

Qdle Sales
Columbia, MO

Offshore Tackle LLC
Michigan

Outdoorsmen Pro Shop
Jenison, MI

Insta Launch Campground & Marina
Manistee, MI

Linwood Beach Marina and Campground
Linwood, MI

Louie Stout - Michiana Qutdoors News
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Elkhart, IN

Mark Sak Qutdoors
Michigan

Jones & Company, Inc.
Brighton, MI

Great Lakes Sport Fishing News
Holland, M1

Off Shore Tackle Company LLC
Port Austin, MI

Sportco Marketing Inc.
Marysville, OH

Graydon Outdoor, LLC
Brainerd, MN

Reelin Leland Fishing Charters
Leland, MI

Tackle Haven
Benton Harbor, MI

Traxtech
Chesaning, M1
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