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The American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan supports House Bill 5836. We view this as a key
piece of legislation to stop what amounts to severe neglect of deaf children, leaving them with
few options to become active members of our society and our democracy.

Background

Because 96% of deaf children are born into hearing families,! their parents seldom understand
how to help their child acquire language.: Consequently, far too many deaf children miss the
critical window - in the years before kindergarten — to acquire language - any language,
whether spoken English, sign language, or both. Without the resources and opportunities to get
language, deaf children develop language deprivation syndrome — a phenomenon with
detrimental, and long-lasting effects on the child’s mental and emotional development.3

Sanjay Gulati, of Harvard Medical School, believes “the single greatest risk faced by Deaf
people is inadequate exposure to a usable first language.”™ Currently, Deaf adults typically
emerge from high school with a fourth-grade English-language reading level.5 But many deaf
people never graduate from high school, and are among those funneled into the school to prison
pipeline. Reduced access to language and communication in the first years of life have life-long
consequences.®

House Bill 5836 helps achieve the critical goal of aiding parents of deaf children in tracking their
child’s language development from o — 5 years, so that if a child is not reaching developmental
milestones, there can be medical and educational intervention.
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