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curriculum in Electronics, Machining, Construction, Welding, Engineering, Computer
Science, or Renewable Energy and in that program or curriculum successfully completing
the same content as the Algebra II benchmarks assessed on the Department-prescribed
state high school assessment, as determined by the Department. Each pupil must
successfully complete at least 1 Mathematics course during his or her final year of high
school enrollment. This subparagraph does not require completion of Mathematics courses
in any particular sequence.

Sec. 1278b 5(g) The Mathematics credit requirements of Section 1278a (1)(a)(i) may be
modified as part of a personal curriculum if the pupil successfully completes at least 3-1/2
total credits of the Mathematics credits required under that section before completing high
school, including Algebra I and Geometry, and successfully completes at least 1
Mathematics credit during his or her final 2 years of high school. The Algebra II credit
required under that section may be modified as part of a personal curriculum under this
subsection if the pupil meets 1 or more of the following:

(i) Successfully completes the same content as 1 semester of Algebra 1I, as
determined by the Department.

(ii) Elects to complete the same content as Algebra II over 2 years, with a credit
awarded for each of those 2 years, and successfully completes that content.

(iii) Enrolls in a format CTE program or curriculum and in that program or curriculum

successfully completes the same content as 1 semester of the Algebra II
benchmarks assessed on the Department- prescribed state high school
assessment, as determined by the Department.

(iv) Successfully completes 1 semester of Statistics, or Functions and Data Analysis,
or Technical Mathematics.

1. What are the required courses for mathematics?

There are no required courses. Students must earn at least 3 credits in
mathematics that are aligned with subject area standards approved by the State
Board. Each pupil must successfully complete at least one mathematics or
mathematics-related credit during his or her final year of high school enroliment.
This credit can be earned through any course or experience where students are
applying mathematics. For more information see the Mathematics Credit Guidelines.

2. Does mathematics have to be taught in a traditional course sequence?

No. The law specifically states that the standards can be taught in an integrated
sequence (see legislation cited above). Furthermore, 380.1278(b) (7) states "The
board of a school district or board of directors of a public school academy that

This document Is intended to provide general guidance. Due to the complexity of the law, policies and guldance will continue
to evolve. For specific information regarding the law, please refer to MCL 380. 1278a and MCL 380.1278b.
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380.1278a Requirements for high school diploma.

Sec. 1278a. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section or section 1278b, beginning with pupils
entering grade 8 in 2006, the board of a school district or board of directors of a public school academy shall
not award a high school diploma to a pupil unless the pupil meets all of the following:

(a) Has successfully completed all of the following credit requirements of the Michigan merit standard
before graduating from high school:

(i) At least 4 credits in mathematics that are aligned with subject area content expectations developed by
the department and approved by the state board under section 1278b, including completion of at least algebra
I, geometry, and algebra II, or an integrated sequence of this course content that consists of 3 credits, and an
additional mathematics credit, such as trigonometry, statistics, precalculus, calculus, applied math,
accounting, business math, a retake of algebra II, or a course in financial literacy as described in section 1165.
A pupil may complete algebra Il over 2 years with 2 credits awarded or over 1.5 years with 1.5 credits
awarded for the purposes of this section and section 1278b. A pupil also may partially or fully fulfill the
algebra II requirement by completing a department-approved formal career and technical education program
or curriculum, such as a program or curriculum in electronics, machining, construction, welding, engineering,
computer science, or renewable energy, and in that program or curriculum successfully completing the same
content as the algebra II benchmarks assessed on the department-prescribed state high school assessment, as
determined by the department. The department shall post on its website guidelines for implementation of the
immediately preceding sentence. Each pupil must successfully complete at least | mathematics course during
his or her final year of high school enrollment. This subparagraph does not require completion of mathematics
courses in any particular sequence.

(i) At least 3 credits in social science that are aligned with subject area conlent expectations developed by
the department and approved by the staie board under section 1278b, including completion of at least 1 credit
in United States history and geography, 1 credit in world history and geography, 1/2 credit in economics, and
the civics course described in section 1166(2). The 1/2-credit economics requirement may be satisfied by
completion of at least a 1/2-credit course in personal economics that includes a financial literacy component
45 described in section 1165, if that course covers the subject area content expectations for economics
developed by the department and approved by the state board under section 1278b.

(#ff) At least 1 credit in subject matter that includes both health and physical education aligned with
guidelines developed by the department and approved by the state board under section 1278b, or at least 1/2
credit in health aligned with guidelines developed by the department and approved by the state board under
section 1278b and at lcast 1/2 credit awarded by the school district or public school academy for approved
participation in extracurricular athletics or other extracurricular activities involving physical activity.

{iv) At least 1 credit in visual arts, performing arts, or applied arts, as defined by the department, that is
aligned with guidelines developed by the department and approved by the state board under section 1278b. A
school district or public school academy is strongly encouraged to offer visual arts and performing arts
COUrses.

(v) The credit requirements specified in section 1278b(1).

{b) Meets the online course or Jeaming experience requirement of this subsection. A school district or
public school academy shall provide the basic level of technology and internet access required by the state
board to complete the online course or learning experience. For a pupil to meet this requirement, the pupil
shall meet cither of the following, as determined by the school district or public school academy:

(/) Has successfully completed at least 1 course or learning experience that is presented online, as defined
by the depariment.

(i) The pupil's school district or public school academy has integrated an online experience throughout the
high school curricutum by ensuring that each teacher of each course that provides the required credits of the
Michigan merit curriculum has integrated an online experience into the course.

(2) In addition to the requirements under subsection (1), beginning with pupils entering grade 3 in 2006,
the board of a school district or board of directors of a public school academy shall not award a high school
diploma to a pupil unless the pupil has successfully completed during grades K to 12 at least 2 credits that are
grade-appropriate in a language other than English or course work or other learning experiences that are
substantially equivalent to 2 credits in a language other than English, based on guidelines developed by the
department. For pupils who graduate from high school in 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, or
2024 only, a pupil may partially or fully fulfill 1 credit of this requirement by completing a
department-approved formal career and technical education program or curriculum or by completing visual or
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380.1165 Financial education programs.

Sec. 1165. (1) Not later than July 1, 2002, the department shall develop or adopt, and shall make available
to schools, 1 or more model programs for youth financial education. A program under this section shall be
designed to incorporate financial education throughout the curriculum for grades K to 12 and shall be based
on the concept of achieving financial literacy through the teaching of personal financial management skills
and the basic principles involved with earning, spending, saving, borrowing, and investing.

(2) Each school district, local act school district, and public school academy is encouraged to adopt and
implement the model financial education programs developed under subsection (1) or 1 or more similar
financial education programs.

(3) To the extent that federal funds are available for these purposes, the depariment shall use those funds
for grants to public schools and other measures lo encourage implementation of financial education programs.

History: Add. 2002, Act 11, knd. Eff. Apr. 1,2002

Popular name: Act 451
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E4 Personal Finance
4.1 Decision Making

Individually and collaboratively, students will engage in planned inquiries to describe
and demonstrate how the economic forces of scarcity and opportunity costs impact indi-
vidual and household choices.

4.1.1 Earning Income - conduct research regarding potential income and employ-
ee benefit packages, non-income factors that may influence career choice, benefits
and costs of obtaining the necessary education or technical skills, taxes a person is
likely to pay, and other possible sources of income.

Examples may include but are not limited to: interest; dividends, capital appre
ciation, income support from the government, social security.

4.1.2 Buying Goods And Services - describe the factors that consumers may con-
sider when purchasing a good or service, including the costs, benefits, and the role
of government in obtaining the information.

4.1.3 Saving - identify the incentives people have to set aside income for future
consumption, and evaluate the impact of time, interest rates, and inflation upon the
value of savings.

4.1.4 Using Credit - evaluate the benefits, costs, and potential impacts of using
credit to purchase goods and services.

4.1.5 Financial Investing - analyze the risks, expected rate of return, tax benefits,
impact of inflation, role of government agencies, and importance of diversification
when investing in financial assets.

4.1.6 Protecting and Insuring - assess the financial risk of lost income, assets,
health, or identity, and determine if a person should accept the risk exposure, reduce
risk, or transfer the risk to others by paying a fee now to avoid the possibility of a
larger loss later.
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3.1.6 Impact of Transitional Economies — Analyze the impact of transitional economies, such as in China
and India, on the global economy in general and the American economy in particular. (National Geography

Standard 11, p. 206)

3.2 Economic Interdependence —-Trade

Describe how trade generates economic development and interdependence and analyze the resuiting challenges and
benefits for individuals, producers, and government.

32| Absolute and Comparative Advantage — Use the concepts of absolute and comparative advantage
to explain why goods and services are produced in one nation or locale versus another.

(National Geography Standard | 1, p. 206)

3.2.2 Domestic Activity and World Trade — Assess the impact of trade policies {i.e. tariffs, quotas, export
subsidies, product standards and other barriers), monetary policy, exchange rates, and interest rates on
domestic activity and world trade. (National Geography Standard 11, p. 206)

3.2.3 Exchange Rates and the World Trade — Describe how interest rates in the United States impact the
value of the dollar against other currencies (such as the Euro), and explain how exchange rates affect the
value of goods and services of the United States in other markets. (National Geography Standord 11, p. 206)

3.24 Monetary Policy and International Trade — Analyze how the decisions made by a country's central
bank (or the Federal Reserve) impact a nation’s international trade. (National Geography Standard 13,p.210)

3.2.5 The Global Economy and the Marketplace — Analyze and describe how the global economy has
changed the interaction of buyers and seflers, such as in the automobile industry.
{National Geography Standard 13, p. 210}

4.1 Decision Making

Describe and demonstrate how the economic forces of scarcity and opportunity costs impact individual and
household choices.

4.1.] Scarcity and Opportunity Costs — Apply concepts of scarcity and opportunity costs to personal
financial decision making.

4.1.2 Marginal Benefit and Cost — Use examples and case studies to explain and evaluate the impact of
marginal benefit and marginal cost of an activity on choices and decisions.

4.1.3 Personal Finance Strategy — Develop a personal finance strategy for earning, spending, saving and
investing resources.

4,14 Key Components of Personal Finance — Evaluate key components of personal finance including,
money management, saving and investment, spending and credit, income, mortgages, retirement, investing
(e.g., 401K, IRAs), and insurance.

4.1.5 Personal Decislons — Use a decision-making model (e.g., stating a problem, listing alternatives,
establishing criteria, weighing options, making the decision, and evaluating the result) to evaluate the
different aspects of personal finance including careers, savings and investing tools, and different forms of

income generation.

4.1.6 Risk Management Plan — Develop a risk management plan that uses a combination of avoidance,
reduction, retention, and transfer {insurance).

"The Personal Finance expectations should be included in high school Economics and other elementary, middle, and high school courses.
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