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50+ Years of 
Aviation Expertise

2



State of the 
Industry
• 234 Licensed Public Use Airports

• 18 Support Scheduled Air 
Carrier Service

• 9 Essential Air Service Airports

• 40 million passengers

• 601 million pounds of air cargo

• 13,000 pilots

• 6,500 registered aircraft

• $22 billion economic impact
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Commercial Service 
Airports
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General Aviation 
Airports



Growth in 
Traverse City 
• 2019 Total Passengers – 579,712

• Enplanement Growth of 53% since 2013 

• 2020 Total Passengers – 295,592
• Covid-induced reduction of 49%

• Annual economic impact of nearly $1 
billion

• 3rd highest in State for economic 
impact

• 4th highest in State for passenger 
enplanements
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Commission 
Responsibilities
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• General supervision of all aeronautics 
within the State. 

• Representation from across the 
aviation industry and state agencies



Aeronautics 
Commission 
Priorities
• Oversee all state and federal 

resources expended at airports in 
Michigan

• Ensure air service 
competitiveness across Michigan

• Ensure the safe operation of 
airports, pilots, flight schools, 
and others



State Aeronautics 
Fund

The Michigan Aeronautics 
Commission and MDOT administers 
restricted State Aeronautics 
Funding.

1. MDOT State and Federal Grant 
Administration

2. MDOT Engineering Support
• Project managers, airport planning, 

airspace protection, environmental 
clearances

3. MDOT Safety and Operations 
• Airport inspection, compliance reviews, 

weather observation systems, aircraft 
operations, unmanned aerial system 
(drone) safety and education.
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Future of Aviation 

• Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
• FAA regulations required airports to use PFAS-containing products

• Critical for airports and state departments to work together to address PFAS 
issues.

• Preparation for safe integration of future aerial mobility

• Aeronautics Code Modernization
• The existing Aeronautics Code has stood the test of time.

• New technology has necessitated modernization to portions of the Code.
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