
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

TAX POLICY 
   

Wednesday, May 15, 2013            9:00 a.m.                             Room 519, House Office Building 
 

The House Committee on Tax Policy was called to order by the Chairman, Representative Jeff 
Farrington. 
 
Members present: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Switalski, Haugh and LaVoy. 
 
Members absent/excused: Representatives Barnett and Townsend. 
 
Representative Lyons moved to excuse all absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to approve the minutes of May 8, 2013. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 4289 before the committee: 
 
HB 4289  (Nesbitt) State financing and management; escheats; auditing standards and 

process; modify. 
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 4289. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:   
 
 Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Haugh and LaVoy. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Paul Connors, Department of Treasury, supported the bill. 
 
Tiffany Watrous, Detroit Regional Chamber, supported the bill. 



 
Amanda Fischer, National Federation of Independent Business, supported the bill. 
 
Tricia Kinley, Michigan Chamber, supported the bill. 
 
Representative Lyons moved to report HB 4289 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:   
 
 Yeas: Representatives Farrington, O'Brien, Genetski, Cotter, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
Price, Somerville, Kelly, Haugh and LaVoy. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 4234 before the committee: 
 
HB 4234 (LaFontaine) Sales tax; collections; sales tax on difference between trade-in and 

purchase price of a new watercraft and a new vehicle; provide for.  
 
Representative Andrea LaFontaine, bill sponsor, explained the bill to the committee. 
 
Doug Fox, President of Michigan Auto Dealers, supported the bill. 
 
Kurt Berryman, Auto Dealers, supported the bill. 
 
Mike Apling, Michigan Boating Industries Association, supported the bill. 
 
Bret Mar, Michigan Boating Industries Association, supported the bill. 
 
Howard Ryan, Department of Treasury, opposed the bill. 
 
Tricia Kinley, Michigan Chamber, supported the bill. 
 
Adrian Cazal, Enterprise Holdings Incorporated, supported the bill. 
 
Amanda Fisher, National Federation of Independent Business, supported the bill. 
 
Joe Sproles, Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, supported the bill. 
 
Charlie Pryde, Ford Motor Company, supported the bill. 
 
Bill Sheffer, Michigan Association of RV and Campgrounds, supported the bill. 
 
Emily Strucel, Michigan Association of Counties, opposed the bill. 



 
Matt Tomasiewicz, Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency, opposed the bill. 
 
Don Olendorf, Michigan Small and Rural Schools, opposed the bill. 
 
Kate McAuliffe, Washtenaw/Marshall/Jackson School Districts, opposed the bill. 
 
Kathleen Merry, Wayne Regional Service Agency, opposed the bill. 
 
Jerry Johnson, Genesee Intermediate School District, opposed the bill. 
 
Emily Laidlaw, Michigan Association of School Administrators, opposed the bill. 
 
Ray Telman, Middle Cities Education Association, opposed the bill. 
 
Gerald Peregord, School Equity Caucus, opposed the bill. 
 
Bob Kefgen, Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals, opposed the bill. 
 
Debbie Squires, Michigan Elementary and Middle School Principals, opposed the bill. 
 
Jennifer Smith, Michigan Association of School Boards, opposed the bill. 
 
Judy Collen, Michigan Townships Association, opposed the bill. 
 
David Randels, Oakland Schools, opposed the bill. 
 
There being no further business before the committee and seeing no objection, the Chair 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 9:50 a.m. 
 
Representative Jeff Farrington, Chairman ____________________________________ 
Ben Williams Jr., Committee Clerk, (517) 373-1988 
50 Minutes 
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