
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
on 

Natural Resources 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday, June 11, 2013                       12:00 Noon           Room 307 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Natural Resources was called to order by Representative 
Andrea L. LaFontaine, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, 
Johnson, McBroom, Victory, Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela.  (9/9) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of June 6, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt the minutes of June 6, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 4401. 
 
 
HB 4401 (Pettalia) Natural resources; mining; inland lakes and streams permit 

requirement; exempt certain mining operations. 
 
 
Representative Pettalia, the bill sponsor for House Bill 4401, presented the bill.  Following his 
explanation of the legislation, Representative Pettalia introduced Michael Newman representing 
the MI Aggregates Association, and Mr. Ken Velmeulen, attorney for the MI Aggregates 
Association, both testified in support of the bill.  Following their comments, they responded to 
various questions from various committee members. 
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Sarah Howes, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Environmental Quality, and Maggie 
Datema, Director of the Legislative Affairs for the Department of Environmental Quality, 
expressed the department's concerns regarding the legislation as it was introduced. 
 
James Clift, Policy Director for the Michigan Environmental Council, voiced his concerns with 
the language of the bill.  Mr. Clift answered questions from committee members, following his 
remarks. 
 
Mr. Michael Perry, an attorney from Fraser Law, testified in opposition to parts of the bill and 
stated he was neutral on the remaining sections of the bill.  Following his testimony Mr. Perry 
answered questions from a committee member. 

______ 
 

There being no other business before the committee; Representative Rendon moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of members present, the time being 12:30 p.m. 
The Chair declared the Committee adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Andrea M. LaFontaine, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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