MICHIGAN

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
P.O. Box 30014
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7514

Minutes of the House Standing Committee
on
Natural Resources

Tuesday, June 4, 2013 12:00 Noon Room 307 House Office Building

The House Standing Committee on Natural Resources was called to order by Representative
AndrealL. LaFontaine, Chair.

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives L aFontaine, Rendon, Goike,
Johnson, McBroom, Victory, Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela. (9/9)
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present.

In attendance was Representative Kevin Daley.

The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of May 21, 2013 as printed.

Representative Rendon moved to adopt the minutes of May 21, 2013 as printed.
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members
present; the minutes wer e adopted as printed.

The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 264.

SB 264  Casperson Natural resources; other; issuance of permits for dredging; modify
procedure.

Senator Casperson, the bill sponsor for Senate Bill 264, explained the substitute (H-3) for the
bill. Following his explanation of the amended legislation, Senator Casperson responded to
guestions from committee members.

The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 163.

SB 163 Green Natural resources; wetlands, permit exemptions for wetlands and
inland lakes and streams; revise, and require more information
from department justifying denial of any part 13 permits.

Senator Casperson testified in support of the bill asit passed the Senate.
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The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 264.

SB 264  Casperson Natural resources; other; issuance of permits for dredging; modify
procedure.

Sarah Howes, Legidative Liaison for the Department of Environmental Quality, and Kim Fish,
Assistant Division Chief for the Water Resource Division in the Department of Environmental
Quality testified in support of the bill. Following their comments, Ms. Fish answered a
member's questions.

The following individuals, submitted atestimony card in support of the bill, but did not wish to
testify:

Bret Marr, representing the Michigan Boating Industries Association;

David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association; and

Jim Wesakley, representing the Lake Carriers' Association.

Mr. Weakley submitted written testimony.

Jennifer McKay, Policy Specialist, submitted written testimony, providing recommendations for
Senate Bill 264.

The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 163.

SB 163 Green Natural resources; wetlands, permit exemptions for wetlands and
inland lakes and streams; revise, and require more information
from department justifying denial of any part 13 permits.

Senator Green, the bill sponsor for Senate Bill 163, explained the bill to the committee members.

Matt Smego, Legidative Counsel for Environment, Energy, and Transportation in the
Government Relations Department in Michigan Farm Bureau, with Laura Campbell, Attorney
for Michigan Farm Bureau, testified in support of the bill. Following his testimony, Mr. Smego
addressed various questions from committee members.

The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 264.

SB 264  Casperson Natural resources; other; issuance of permits for dredging; modify
procedure.

Chair LaFontaine offered the substitute (H-3) for Senate Bill 264

Representative M cBroom moved to adopt the substitute (H-3) for Senate Bill 264.

The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the member s appointed to and
serving on the committee, voting as follows:
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Yeas. Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory,
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9)
Nays. None. (0)

The substitute (H-3) was adopted.

Representative Rendon moved to report Senate Bill 264 with the recommendation that the
substitute (H-3) be adopted and that the bill then be adopted.
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and
serving on the committee, voting as follows:

Yeas. Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory,
Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela, (9/9)

Nays. None. (0)

The bill and the substitute were referred to the full House.

The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 163.

SB 163 Green Natural resources; wetlands, permit exemptions for wetlands and
inland lakes and streams; revise, and require more information
from department justifying denial of any part 13 permits.

Dan Wyant, Director of the Department of Environmenta Quality, and Maggie Datema,
Legidative Liaison for the Department of Environmental Quality, testified in support of the bill.
Following their comments, Director Wyant and Ms. Datema responded various questions from
committee members.

Doug Enos, Midland County Drain Commissioner representing the Michigan Association of
County Drain Commissioners, and Stacy L. Hissong, the associations' drain attorney, testified in
support of the bill.

James Clift, Policy Director for the Michigan Environmental Council, testified in opposition to
the bill.

The following individual s submitted written testimony, but did not wish to speak:
William B. Bishop, opposing the bill;
Scott Everett, representing the Michigan Land Improvement Association, opposing the bill;
Jennifer McKay, representing the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, opposing the bill;
Susan Smith, representing the League of Women V oters, opposing the bill;
Jason Greer, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, supporting the bill; and
Andy Such, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, supporting the bill.

The following individual s submitted testimony cards, but did not wish to speak:
Robert Sowerby, representing Sowerby Farms, opposing the bill;
Margaret Cook, representing Cook Brothers Farms, opposing the bill;
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Mike Berkowitz, representing the Sierra Club, opposing the hill;

Mike Newman, representing the Michigan Aggregate Association, supporting the bill;

James Byrum, President of the Michigan Agri-Business Association, supporting the bill;

Nicole Nystrom, representing Hudbay Minerals, supporting the bill;

Ed Noyola, representing County Road Association of Michigan, supporting the bill;

Nicole Nystrom, representing Orvana Resources, supporting the bill;

Scott Robbins, representing the Michigan Forest Products Council, supporting the bill;

Mark Stadt, representing DTE Energy, supporting the bill;

Manny Lentine, representing American Transmission Company, supporting the bill;

Gary Owen, representing Rio Tinto Eagle Mine, supporting the bill;

Gary Owen, representing Plum Creek Timber, supporting the hill;

Tiffany Watrous, representing Detroit Regional Chamber, supporting the bill; and

Lori Phelen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts, supporting
the bill.

There being no other business before the committee; Representative Rendon moved to
adjourn the meeting.

The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of members present, the time being 1:25 p.m.

The Chair declared the Committee adjourned.

Andrea M. LaFontaine, Chair
House Standing Committee on Natural Resources

Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk Date approved by the committee
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