
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
on 

Natural Resources 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday, April 30, 2013            12:00 Noon            Room 307 House Office Building 
 
The House Standing Committee on Natural Resources was called to order by Representative 
Andrea L. LaFontaine, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, 
Johnson, McBroom, Victory, Smiley, Dianda, and Kivela.  (9/9) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 
 
Representative Bumstead, the bill sponsor for House Bills 4552 and 4553, took a seat with the 
committee members. 

______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of April 23, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt the minutes of April 23, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

_____ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 16. 
 
SB 16 (Walker) Natural resources; wildlife; wildlife violator compact law; 

modify enforcement provisions. 
 
Eric Dean, Chief of Staff for Senator Walker, explained the bill to committee members. 
 
Trevor VanDyke, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Natural Resources, with Dean 
Molnar, Assistant Chief of the Law Enforcement Division of the Department of Natural 
Resources, testified the departments were in support in concept.  Questions from committee 
members followed. 
 
Representative Goike moved to report Senate Bill 16 without amendment and with the 
recommendation that the bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
 Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Dianda, and Kivela, (8/9) 

Nays:  None, (0) 
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Pass: Representative Smiley.  (1/9) 
 

The bill was referred to the full House. 
______ 

 
The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bills 288 and 289. 
 
SB 288 (Casperson) Natural resources; hunting; natural resources commission 

ability to designate species as game; provide for. 
 
SB 289 (Casperson) Natural resources; hunting; right to hunt and fish; provide for. 
 
Senator Tom Casperson, the sponsor of the bill package, explained the bills to committee 
members.  Following his introduction of the legislation, Senator Casperson responded to 
questions from various committee members. 

Trevor VanDyke, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Natural Resources, with Dr. William 
Moritz,  Deputy Director of the Department of Natural Resources, testified in support of the bill 
package.  Following their testimony, Mr. VanDyke and Dr. Moritz addressed questions from 
committee members. 
 
The Chair asked Senator Casperson and the department representatives to stay to answer any 
further questions from committee members. 
 
Jill Fritz, representing the Humane Society of the United States, testified in opposition to Senate 
Bill 288.  Questions from various committee members followed her testimony. Submitted written 
testimony. 
 
Brenda Shufelt, a petition gatherer, testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from 
various committee members followed her testimony. Submitted written testimony. 
 
Ellie Hayes, representing Keep Michigan Wolves Protected, testified in opposition to Senate Bill 
288.  Following her remarks, Ms. Hayes responded to questions from committee members. 
Submitted written testimony. 
 
Rebecca Park, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, testified in support of the bill package.  

Michele Borian testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
 
Tracy A. Lynn testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
 
Amy Wright testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
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Margo Brudan testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
 
At 1:20 p.m., the committee went at ease at the call of the Chair. 
At 4:00 p.m., the Chair re-convened the House Standing Committee on Natural Resources. 
 
The Chair asked Trevor VanDyke and Dean Molnar to come forth and respond to questions from 
a committee member.   
 
Julie Baker, representing the Songbird Protection Coalition, testified in opposition to Senate Bill 
288.  Questions from committee members followed her testimony. 
 
Judith C. Brock testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
 
Italia Millan testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. Submitted written testimony. 
 
Cheryl Barea, representing Keep Michigan Wolves Protected, testified in opposition to Senate 
Bill 288.  Questions from committee members followed her testimony. 
 
Chris Sytek, representing Keep Michigan Wolves Protected, testified in opposition to Senate Bill 
288.  Questions from committee members followed her testimony. 
 
Joyce Janicki testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
 
Anne Hanhart testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
 
Darcie Livingston testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. 
 
Ann Smolensk testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed her testimony. Submitted written testimony. 
 
George Spiteri testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed his testimony. 
 
Thomas Lyon testified in opposition to Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members 
followed his testimony. 
 
The Chair read the following individuals submitted testimony cards in opposition to Senate Bill 
288, but did not wish to testify: 

Cindy Ciura, Trish Marie, George Schultz, and Barbara J. Barton.  
Ms. Barton submitted written testimony. 
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Scott Kaplin, representing Keep Michigan Wolves Protected, testified in opposition to Senate 
Bill 288.  Questions from committee members followed his testimony. 
 
Hassan Abdallah, representing Keep Michigan Wolves Protected, testified in opposition to 
Senate Bill 288.  Questions from committee members followed her testimony. 
 
The Chair read Carol A. Smith submitted a testimony card in opposition to Senate Bill 288, but 
did not wish to testify.  
 
Jon Southworth, Michigan Trapper and Predator Callers, testified in support of the bill package.  
Following his testimony, Mr. Southworth answered questions from a committee member. 
 
The following individuals, submitted a testimony card in opposition to the bill package, but did 
not wish to testify. 

James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council; 
Jonathan Lutz, representing the Michigan Audubon Society; and 
Cal Morgan, President of the Michigan Humane Society.  

 
Rhea Linn and Don Hughes submitted testimony cards in opposition to Senate Bill 288, but did 
not wish to testify.  Mr. Hughes submitted written testimony. 
 
Matt Dogal, representing the National Rifle Association, submitted a testimony card in support 
of Senate Bill 288, but did not wish to testify. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill package, but did not 
wish to testify: 

Kent Wood, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs; 
Rob Miller, representing Bowfishing Association of Michigan; 
Joe Hudson, representing the UP Bear Houndsmen Association; 
Dave Bean, representing the Mid-Michigan United Sportsmen's Alliance 
Roger Thorman, representing the Michigan Fox Hunters; 
Mike Goyne, representing the Quality Deer Management Association; 
Jim Wale, representing the Michigan State United Coon Hunters; 
Doug Dolerty, representing the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation; 
Tony Snyder, representing the National Wild Turkey Federation, 
Dean Hall, representing the Michigan Bow Hunters Association; 
Jim Hammill, representing the Northwood's Chapter of the Safari Club; 
George Lindquist, representing the UP Whitetails of Marquette; 
Rusty Merchant, representing Ducks Unlimited; and 
Julie Hammill of Crystal Falls, Michigan. 

 
Representative Goike moved to report Senate Bill 288 without amendment and with the 
recommendation that the bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
 Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Dianda, and Kivela, (8/9) 
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Nays:  None, (0) 
Pass: Representative Smiley.  (1/9) 
 

The bill was referred to the full House. 
 
Representative Goike moved to report Senate Bill 289 without amendment and with the 
recommendation that the bill then pass. 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
 Yeas: Representatives LaFontaine, Rendon, Goike, Johnson, McBroom, Victory, 
Dianda, and Kivela, (8/9) 

Nays:  None, (0) 
Pass: Representative Smiley.  (1/9) 
 

The bill was referred to the full House. 
______ 

 
There being no other business before the committee; the Chair moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed by unanimous consent of members present, the time being 5:45 p.m. 
The Committee was adjourned. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Andrea M. LaFontaine, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Natural Resources 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk              Date approved by the committee 
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