
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, June 4, 2013                4:15 p.m.                    Room 519 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanaugh, Lipton, 
Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Kesto. 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was meeting jointly with the House Standing Committee on 
Health Policy. 
 
Representative LaFontaine moved to excuse Representative Kesto. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent.   
  
The Chair laid HB 4694, HB 4695, HB 4696 and HB 4697 before the committee: 
   
HB 4694 (Cotter) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
  
HB 4695 (Haines) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
 
HB 4696 (Walsh) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
 
HB 4697 (O'Brien) Courts; circuit court; mental health court; create. 
 
Joanna Sheldon and Jessica Peterson, both representing the Department of Corrections, testified before 
the committees. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Jeff Getting, Kalamazoo County Prosecuting Attorney, Donna Innes and Julianne Meyer-Sorek,  both 
Defense Counsel of Kalamazoo County, all testified before the committees. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Jessica Parks, representing the State Court Administration Office, submitted a card in support of the bills, 
but due to time constraints was unable to speak. 
 
Mike Frederick, representing Mid-Michigan Health, submitted a card in support of the bills, but did not 
wish to speak. 
 
Patrick Clawson, representing himself, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:34 p.m. 
 
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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