
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, May 23, 2013                9:00 a.m.                    Room 519 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, 
Cavanaugh, Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2013 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 236 before the committee: 
 
SB 236 (Schuitmaker) Civil procedure; costs and fees; fee for publication of legal notice; 

eliminate sunset for annual increases for inflation. 
 
Representative Cavanagh moved to report SB 236 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
11-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Irwin, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.       
 Pass: None.   
 
The Chair laid SB 135 before the committee: 
 
SB 135 (Jones) Crimes; criminal sexual conduct; age of consent for sexual contact 

between school employee and student; revise. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report SB 135 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 10-0-
1. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Cavanagh, 
Lipton, Clemente. 
 Nays: None.        
 Pass: Rep. Irwin.   
 
The Chair laid HB 4704 before the committee 
 
HB 4704 (Pettalia) Counties; financing; challenging an approved budget; clarify. 



Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association, submitted a card in opposition to 
the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
   
Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, submitted a card in support of 
the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Kesto moved to report HB 4704 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 8-
0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Irwin. 
 Nays: None.          
 Pass: Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton, Clemente.   
 
The Chair laid testimony regarding the distribution of Medical Marihuana in Michigan before the 
committee. 
 
Kenneth Stecker, Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, testified on the current 
Medical Marihuana Laws in the state of Michigan. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Callton, Andrew Driver, and Robin Schnieder, both representing the National 
Patients' Rights Association and Kevin McKinney, all testified before the committee. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Samantha Harkins and Bill Mathewson, both representing the Michigan Municipal League, 
Stephen Postema, representing the City of Ann Arbor, and Clyde Robinson, representing the City 
of Kalamazoo, all testified before the committee. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair returned to HB 4704.  
 
Representative Clemente moved to reconsider the vote by which HB 4704 was reported with 
recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-0-2. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Irwin, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None.          
 Pass: Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton.   
  
Representative Jacobsen moved to report HB 4704 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
9-0-2. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Cotter, Kesto, Heise, Jacobsen, Johnson, LaFontaine, Leonard, Irwin, 
Clemente. 
 Nays: None.          



 Pass: Reps. Cavanagh, Lipton.   
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 10:41 a.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 10:49 a.m. 
 
The Chair returned to the testimony on Medical Marihuana. 
 
Karen O'Keefe, representing the Marijuana Policy Project, testified before the committee. 
 
Steve Green, representing Med-Head and non-smokable Marihuana, testified before the 
committee. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Matt Taylor and Brandon McQueen, representing themselves, testified before the committee. 
 
Cathleen Graham, representing herself, testified before the committee. 
 
Denise Pollicella, representing National Patients' Rights Association, testified before the 
committee. 
 
John Kotre, representing himself as a caretaker, testified before the committee. 
 
Matthew Abel, representing himself as a Criminal Defense Attorney, testified before the 
committee. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 11:45 a.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 3:06 p.m. 
 
Becca Hollandsworth, representing the Cannalytics Lab, testified before the committee. 
 
Joe Cain and Viv Curl, both representing the National Medical Marihuana Coalition, testified 
before the committee. 
 
Dennis and Pattie Alsop, representing themselves, testified before the committee. 
 
Dennis Hayes, representing the patients that are unable to attend, testified before the committee. 
 
Brandy Zink, representing Americans for Safe Access, testified before the committee. 
 
Jamie Fricke, representing the City of Lapeer, testified before the committee. 
 
Jamie Lowell, representing the Third Coast Compassion Center of Ypsilanti, testified before the 
committee. 
 
Kenneth Gibson, representing himself, testified before the committee. 



 
Gerrad Foster, representing himself, testified before the committee. 
 
Lee Nielsen, representing herself as a patient, testified before the committee. 
 
Diane Foster, representing Diane's Compassion Club, testified before the committee. 
 
Roger Morfort, representing himself, testified before the committee. 
 
Rick Thompson, representing WTKG and WFNT Radio Stations , testified before the committee. 
 
The following people submitted cards, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Brenda Avery, representing the Muskegon Medical Marihuana Dispensary. 
Paula Miller, representing the Muskegon Medical Marihuana Dispensary. 
Paul Farage, representing the Society of Healing Arts. 
Charles Ream, representing the Safer Michigan Coalition. 
Kerry Pickett, representing Jackson County. 
David Oueshold, representing the Mid-Michigan Compassion Club. 
Nicole Hernandez, representing herself. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 4:16 
p.m. 
 
Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair_______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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