
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, May 21, 2013  9:00 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Nesbitt, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, 
Pettalia, Price, Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Hobbs, Nathan, LaVoy, Lane, 
Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte.  
 
Representative Farrington made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of May 14, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
HB 4591 (Nesbitt) Occupations; electricians; installation of certain home monitoring systems 

without electrician's license; authorize for registered or licensed security 
alarm providers. 

 
HB 4592 (Jacobsen) Occupations; mechanical contractors; installation of certain home 

thermostats under Forbes mechanical contractors act; authorize for 
security alarm system providers. 

 
HB 4737 (Nesbitt) Construction; permits; installation, manufacturing, replacement, or 

servicing of a home monitoring system; exempt from permit requirements. 
 
Representative Shirkey made a motion to adopt HB 4591 (H-3).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, Price, 
Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte. (17/20) 
Nays:  None. (0/20) 
Pass: None. (0/20)  (17/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Mike Crawford, representing the Michigan Chapter of National Electrical Contractors Association, 
spoke in opposition to HB 4591. 
 
Cards were submitted by: 
 Matt Groen, representing the Michigan Cable Telecommunications Association, in support of 
HB 4591 (H-3) HB 4592, HB 4737 
 Chris Horak, representing Comcast, in support of the HB 4591 (H-3), HB 4592 and HB 4737 
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 Gavin Goetz, representing AT&T, in support of HB 4591, HB 4592 and HB 4737 
 Tiffany Watrous, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, in support of HB 4591, HB 4592 
and HB 4737 
 Cynthia Maher, representing the Michigan Plumbing and Mechanical Contractors, in opposition 
to HB 4592 
 
Representative Jacobsen made a motion to report HB 4591 (H-3) with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, Price, 
Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte. (18/20) 
Nays:  None. (0/20) 
Pass: None. (0/20)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Pettalia made a motion to  report HB 4592 with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, Price, 
Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte. (18/20) 
Nays:  None. (0/20) 
Pass: None. (0/20)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Jacobsen made a motion to report HB 4737 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Nesbitt, Shirkey, Farrington, Franz, Jacobsen, Outman, Pettalia, Price, 
Schmidt, Zorn, Graves, Lauwers, Stallworth, LaVoy, Lane, Brunner, Yanez, Lamonte. (18/20) 
Nays:  None. (0/20) 
Pass: None. (0/20)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Wayne Kuipers, representing Energy Choice Now, and Dan Minor, representing Cadillac  Casting, 
spoke to the Committee regarding retail choice, PA 141 of 2000, PA 286 of 2008, the current 10% cap, 
increase of demand for electricity, development of additional of power plants, that competition works, 
lowering electric energy rates and affordability, and that Michigan energy policy must be 
environmentally sound. 
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Mr. Minor discussed how Michigan's current energy policy is affecting businesses because of high 
energy costs including the effect of the current 10% cap in place and  the positive effects of competition.  
 
Agencies participating with the Michigan Jobs and Energy Coalition were present to discuss energy 
policy, safe, reliable, and affordable electricity, and policy goals.  The following individuals addressed 
the Committee and  answered questions: 
 
 Rich Studley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce 
 Steve Kormas, representing DTE Energy 
 Ron Rasmussen, representing  Consumers Energy 
 Chuck Hadden,  representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association 
 Patrick Gleason, representing the Building and Construction Trades Council 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Nesbitt declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:30  a.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Representative Aric Nesbitt, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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