June 21, 2011

Good afternoon, My name is Jay Kaplan and I am a staff attorney with the ACLU of Michigan. 1
am here to speak in opposition of House Bills 4770 and 4771. As introduced by Representative
Agema, HB 4770 would prohibit public entities, which include state and local governments,

from legally recognized spouses, family members, or IRS dependents. The ACLU strongly
opposes this ill-advised proposed legislation for the following reasons:

First, as Governor Snyder’s own legal counsel, Michael Gadola, indicated in a May 18" Jjoint
letter to Senator Richardson and Representative Bolger, legislation such as 4770 and 4771 is

Second, in addition to interfering with the ability of public employers to collectively bargain in
good faith with employee unions, these bills violate Section 22 of Article 7 of Michigan’s

Mich 682, 690 (1994), local governments are empowered to form for themselves a plan of
government suited to their unique needs and upon local matters, exercise the treasured right of
self-governance.

Should the legislature pass these constitutionally flawed pieces of legislation, in can be assured
that there be legal challenges from state colleges and universities, from local governments and
municipalities, from labor unions, and from the ACLU of Michigan.



graduates from our state would it a consider a policy that not only deters economic Opportunities,
but is exclusionary, unwelcoming, and unsupportive of the diversity of many of Michigan’s
families?

There is no economic sensibility behind this proposed legislation and one is left to believe that
the true motivation behind these bills is a cynical, mean-spirited attempt to attack and harm
people that certain members of this legislature do not like or approve of. However, the United

group of people does not provide a constitutional basis for discriminatory public policy. House
Bills 4770 and 4771 are wrong. They are unfair, They are unconstitutiona] and they will not
fly. The ACLU of Michj gan strongly urges this Committee to vote against them.

Thank you,

Jay Kaplan , Staff Attorney
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