MINUTESOF THE COMMITTEE
ON
JUDICIARY

Thursday, January 26, 2012 10:00 am. Room 521 House Office Building
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.

Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia,
Somerville, Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba.
Members absent/excused: None.

Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2012, meeting. There
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Chair laid HB 4859 before the committee:

HB 4859 Agema Torts; liability; personal injury or property damage caused by
propane gas equipment or appliances; provide protection from
liability.

Representative Agema and Wayne Kohley, representing the Michigan Propane Gas Association,
testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed.

Steve Hicks, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, submitted a card in opposition
to the bill, but did not wish to speak.

The Chair laid HB 5050 and HB 5051 before the committee:

HB 5050 Walsh Law enforcement; investigations, providing false information to
peace officer conducting criminal investigation; prohibit, and
provide penalties.

HB 5051 Walsh Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines
for crime of providing fase information to a peace officer
conducting a criminal investigation; enact.

Representative Jacobson moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 5050. The motion prevailed. 11-
0-5

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Cotter, Meadows,
Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh.

Nays: None.

Pass. Reps. Pettalia, Somerville, Oakes, Brown, Olumba.



Dwane Blackmon and James Bivens, representing the Detroit Police Department and Wayne
County Prosecutors Office, testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed.

Raj Prasad, representing the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office, joined Mr. Blackmon and Mr.
Bivensto answer further questions.

The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak:
Sgt. Brody Boucher, representing the Michigan State Police.

K C Steckelberg, representing the Prosecutors Association of Michigan.

Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police.

Pat Clawsen, representing himself, submitted a card in opposition to the HB 5050, but did not
wish to speak.

Kathy Haginian, representing the Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence,
submitted a card with a neutral position on HB 5050, but did not wish to speak.

The Chair laid HB 5153 before the committee;

HB 5153 Walsh Torts; liability; social services agency; grant immunity for
providing child social welfare programs.

Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, testified in support of the bill.
Questions and discussion followed.

Steve Hicks, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, testified in opposition to the bill.
Questions and discussion followed.

Todd Tennis, representing the Negligence Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, testified in
opposition to the hill.

Jane Zehner Merréll, representing the Michigan League of Human Services, submitted a card
wishing to speak, but was unavailable at the time.

Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinguency, submitted a
card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak.

The following people submitted a card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak:

Kadi Janssen, representing the Michigan Federation for Children and Families.

Karyn Ferrick, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services.

Evie Sweeney, representing ACCESS and Association of Accredited Child and Family
Agencies.



The Chair laid SB 356, SB 357, and SB 358 before the committee:

SB 356  Jones Crimes; animals; forfeiture of real property used in the commission
of animal fighting; allow.

SB 357  Johnson Civil procedure; civil actions; property on which animal fighting is
conducted; declare to be a nuisance.

SB 358 Bieda Crimes,; animals; racketeering statute; include animal fighting as
predicate offense.

Jerry Gill, representing Senator Bieda's office, Ryan Luke, representing Senator Jones office,
Andy Mutavdzija, representing Senator Johnson's office, Jill Fritz, representing the Humane
Society of the United States, and Rgj Prasad, representing the Animal Protection Unit in the
Wayne County Prosecutor's Office, testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion
followed.

Anna Scott, representing the Animal Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a card
in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak.

Representative Heise moved to report out SB 356 with recommendation. The motion prevailed
13-0-4.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia,
Somerville, Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Oakes.

Nays: None.

Pass. Reps. Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba.

Representative M eadows moved to report out SB 357 with recommendation. The motion
prevailed 14-0-3.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia,
Somerville, Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin.

Nays. None.

Pass: Reps. Brown, Cavanagh, Olumba.

Representative Jacobson moved to report out SB 358 with recommendation. The motion
prevailed 13-0-4.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia,
Somerville, Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Irwin.

Nays: None.

Pass. Reps. Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh, Olumba.



There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:53
am.

Representative John Walsh, Chair

Angie Lake, Committee Clerk
House Judiciary Committee
alake@house.mi.gov

(517) 373-5795
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