
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

October 12, 2011                                    12:00 p.m.                  Room 307 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, 
Olson, Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Absent and excused:  None. 
 
Rep. Liss moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held October 5, 2011.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 4162 - Kurtz - Highways; signs; sign structures; 
exempt signs less than 40 square feet. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Jared Burkhart from Rep. Kurtz's office to answer questions by 
members of the Committee on Transportation concerning HB 4162. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to HB 4162. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Rep. Jacobsen moved to report out HB 4162 with the recommendation that is pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 10-3-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Huuki, Jacobsen, Somerville, Geiss, Nathan, Liss, Roy 
Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  Reps. Wayne Schmidt, Olson, Smiley, 
 
Pass:  Rep. Byrum. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee the following 2 bills. 
 
HB 5044 - Geiss - Highway; name; portion of I-94; designate as the "Auxiliary Lieutenant Dan 
Kroner Memorial Highway". 
 
HB 5045 - Geiss - Highway; name; portion of US-24; designate as the "Corporal Matthew 
Edwards Memorial Highway". 
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Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Geiss to explain HB 5044 and HB 5045. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Chief Ronald Vaughan representing the Taylor Police Department 
who testified in support of HB 5044. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 5044 but did 
not want to testify. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Corporal Gerald Cole representing the Taylor Police Department 
who testified in support of HB 5045. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 5045 but did 
not want to testify. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 5044 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson,  
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 5045 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson,  
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass: None. 
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Chair Opsommer recessed the meeting for 5 minutes, the time being 12:20 p.m. 
 
Chair Opsommer reconvened the meeting at 12:25 p.m., a quorum was present. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Olson and Rep. Roy Schmidt for their presentation on the cost 
of a sustainable transportation system. (the presentation is attached to the minutes) 
 
Chair Opsommer thanked Rep. Olson and Rep. Roy Schmidt for all their work on the project that 
was worked on from March 2001 through October 2011. 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                                              _______________________________ 
                                                                                              Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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