
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, March 24, 2011     9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail Haines, 
Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Shirkey, 
Hooker, Huuki, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal and Hovey-Wright. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Scott and Womack. 
 
Chair Haines opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Amy Zaagman, Executive Director 
 Michigan Council for Maternal and Child Health 

and 
Dr. Cheryl Gibson Fountain 

Beaumont Hospital 
 

Ms. Zaagman gave an overview of the crisis of infant mortality within the state of Michigan and what 
steps the Michigan Council for Maternal and Child Health are taking to help obtain adequate access to 
care and prevention programs for women and children, and adequate funding/reimbursement for 
providers.  A handout was submitted to the committee members. 
 
Dr. Gibson Fountain gave an overview of how the high-cost of malpractice insurance has financially 
burdened physicians and significantly decreased the number of ob-gyn physicians in the state of 
Michigan.  Dr. Gibson Fountain stated that the decreased number of ob-gyn's has led to a decrease in the  
access to prenatal care for many pregnant women and contributed to the high-rate of infant mortality in 
Michigan. 
 
Chair Haines opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Valerie Parisi, M.D., Dean 
School of Medicine, Wayne State University 

 
Dr. Parisi gave an overview of the Perinatology Research Branch at Wayne State University, and its 
findings on infant mortality and preterm births.  Dr. Parisi requested help from the Legislature to adopt a 
resolution to support the 2012 Recompetition to keep the Perinatology Research Branch of NICHD/NIH 
here in Michigan and to voice the priority to the members of the Michigan Congressional Delegation. 
A handout was submitted to the committee members. 
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Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of the March 17, 2011, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse Representatives Scott and Womack from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:30 
a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 30 Minutes 
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